


like a little bit of the South Seas dropped down in
the middle of the city. Just take your swimming
trunks, sunglasses, iPod and a hook. Then you can
either relax at the bar or play some volleyhall,

In the borderlands between two of the city’s
most prestigious quarters, Kreuzherg and Neu-
kélln, the atmosphere around the quays, bridges
and outdoor cafés bubbles with romance in a way
that’s reminiscent of Amsterdam. At Urbanhafen
and Admiralbriicke the sight of people playing
guitar, philosophizing and drinking wine calls to
mind the Spanish Steps in Rome. One good place
for people-watching is the pavement café at the
wonderfully scruffy 1l Cantonare.

Along Miihlenstrasse on the eastern side of the
river is the East Side Gallery, a preserved section of
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Oberbaumbriicke,

a two-level bridge
over the Spree, links
Friedrichshain and
Kreuzberg

the Berlin Wall that is inore than a kilometer long
and decorated with 100-plus works hy artists from
around the world. The long-time favorite, entitled
Test the Besthy Birgit Kinder, depicts a triumphant
Trabantdriving straight through the wall. Another
work, Brother’s Kiss by the Russian artist Dmitri
Vrubel, portrays a passionate embrace between
Erich Honecker and Leonid Brezhnev.
Oberbaumbriicke, the setting for the film Run

Lola Run (1998), is for many an essential part of »
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ON GIANT WHITE BEDS
AND SOFAS AROUND
THE WALLS PEOPLE
RECLINE AND DINE,
SIPPING CHAMPAGNE

buildings. If there is anywhere that exemplifies a
remark by the mayor, Klaus Wowereit, that “Berlin
is poor but sexy,” it’s here.

The mayor is a dynamic and well-regarded
Social Democrat. He supports those who want
to invest up to $7 billion to revitalize the old har-
bor settings, as has been done with piers, quays
and abandoned harbors in London, Copenhagen,
Hamburg, Amsterdam and other cities.

Opponents fear that this will mean that rents
will rise in the two quarters most desired by the
young, the immigrants, and the bohemians. The
developers and entrepreneurs face opposition
from the activist aud architect Carsten Joost, who
has 30,000 signatures from the area’s residents on
his side.

But the heavily indebted city, which has failed
to attract the higher taxpaying upper middle class,
has its sights on more prosperous taxpayers from
the advertising, fashion, design, architecture,
and film industries — rather like San Francisco
aud Manhattan have done in the US. With this
large-scale river project, they are convinced that
they will lure film and music studios, TV compa-
nies and designers who will thrive. Until then, the
river’s beaches and quays hum with short-lived
bars and nightclubs, many operating in a legal
gray zone. The most tangible, spectacular atmo-
sphere is often found in the well-hidden dere-

lict factories, old warehouses and rnins hetween
{ the new Berlin experience, where you can “change  Laid-back (quite literally) ~ Kopenicker Strasse and the Spree, betweeu the
sides” and feel the pull of the present during a at Spindler & Klatt  J-Bahn stations Heinrich-Heine-Strasse and
" ‘ wonderful walk. You get ahint of whatis to comein Schlesisches Tor.
| Media Spree, where companies snch as Universal The cool old nightclub favorite Kiki Blofeld
| Mnsic and MTV are housed in huge, old indnstrial operates behind an auto workshop and a ruined
buildings. The Watergate nightclub by the bridge factory. Few dance clubs can deliver a Berlin party
!i has great views of the city at night. as well as this place, with its scattered sofas, sand
’11 On both sides of the river are large areas that on the floor, pool table and large terraces. But
i have been neglected since the fall of the Wall. On Kreuzberg’s Kopenicker Strasse is buzzing with
: the western side, in Kreuzberg, there are empty the spectacnlar and trendy. At Spindler & Klatt,
factories wrapped in nettles and other weeds. located behind the ruins of an old abandoned bak-
j On the eastern side, in Friedrichshain, there are ery beside the river, lounge, cocktails, dinner and
l‘ patches of land that are barren, as though cleared cluball lowtogether. On giant white beds and sofas
i for building to start. around the walls, people recline and dine, sipping
I The part of the Spree that is most in the spot- glasses of champagne. Around midnight, the iuusic
light, both in terms of tnture developmentand as a gets turned up. More futuristic - and more snobby
| symbol of political conflict in the city, is the bound- and harder to get into — is The Sage, with its ter-
| ary hetween the two most politicized and creative race and rooftop pool for those who want to escape
| quarters of Friedrichshain and Krenzberg. Just from the techno-fnnk in the bunker and the old
i a few hlocks away, there are still free zones with abandoned U-Bahn station.
| anarchic squatters living in vandalized apartment Over on the opposite bank of the Spree, at »
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Universal signals its
presence with bright
neon lights in Media
Spree just across from
Oberbaumbriicke

Holzmarktstrasse, is by far the fnnkiest and
hippest hot spot, Bar 25, a sort of mishmash of a
restaurant, bar, club, cinema, theater and hostel.
Sunday’s rave-like party can maintain a Sodom
and Gomorrah-style vibe almost up to Tuesday.

Not far away, right behind Ostbahnhof, cutesy 4
hedonismis pumping at Berghain. The dance floor
heaves with sexual, asexual, bisexual, homosexual
and metrosexual patrons. It’s at its best from 3am
to lunchtime on a Snnday morning.

Many Berliners are drawn to Treptow, the area
just after Kreuzberg, and the beach-club party
joint Arena, notable for its pool sticking out into
the Spree. Next door is the charming Club der
Visiondre. Berlin doesn’t get more funky, cool,
laid-back and charmingly chilled.

You eud up more than convinced that people
will keep on dancing along the Spree for a good
many years before everything has been cleaned up,
exploited and rebuilt, ashas happened in London’s
Docklands, Hamburg’s HafenCity, Copenhagen’s
new Orestad or some big American city’s touristy
Fisherman’s Wharf.

The city of Berlin isn’t in as much of a hurry as
many people think. +

BERLIN DOESN’T GET MORE
FUNKY AND CHARMINGLY CHILLED

THE FACT SHEET

Arena
Eichenstrasse 4, Treptow.
www.arena-berlin.de

Bar 25
Holzmarktstrasse 25,
Friedrichshain.
www.bar25.de
Berghain

Am Wriezener Bahnhof 1,
Friedrichshain.
www.berghain.de

Box at the Beach
Fidicinstrasse,
Tiergarten.
www.boxberlin.com
Club der Visioniire
Am Flutgraben 1,
Treptow. www.clubder
visionaere.com

Grill Royal
Friedrichstrasse 1058,
Mitte. www.grillroyal.com
Kiki Blofeld
K&penicker Strasse 48,
Kreuzberg.
www.kikiblofeld.de

The Sage

Kopenicker Strasse 76,
Kreuzberg.
www.sage-club.de
Spindler & Klatt
Képenicker Strasse 16/17,
Kreuzberg.
www.spindlerklatt.com
Watergate
Falckensteinstrasse 49,
Kreuzberg.
www.water-gate.de

Advertorial

Competition on international mailing
toughens in Scandinavia

While domestic
complete dereg

postal markets in the EU head towards
ulation by the end of 2011, the market for

international mailing is already highly competitive and

offers a wide ra

“Companies involved in cross-border

nge of services and suppliers.

Swiss Post International Scandinavia
was established earlier this year.

Swiss Post International, founded in
1996, is the international arm of Swiss

Thomas Sjélin,
Managing Director
of Swiss Post
Scandinavia

Post. Today it is the world's third largest

supplier of international mail services
with offices and partners in Europe,
Asia and North America.

“International mailing has become

mailing have the opportunity to
deliver both quality and efficiency in

a completely new way, and the level
of service has increased substantially”
says Thomas Sjolin, Managing Director
of Swiss Post Scandinavia.

International mailing competition in
Scandinavia was further increased when

a service like any other where efficiency
and excellence in quality are key to
competition. With the new organization
of Swiss Post International Scandinavia,
we are well positioned to compete

with the merged Danish/Swedish Post
on international mailing” ended Thomas
Sjolin.

www.swisspost.se
www.swisspost.dk
WwWw.swisspost.com

Swiss pOST' 5
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