


Paris Bar and, opposite,
its owner, Michel Wiirthe,
underneath a portrait of
Yves Saint Laurent.




has been one of the great Berlin culinary successes
since 1907. On the wall is a letter from JFK saying
that what he regrets most is that he never had the
time to drop by on his historie visit to the city.

© GOOD OLD CHARLOTTENBURG

No matter how thoroughly you explore the
newly polished East, youre always drawn to
the old quarters that once formed the heart
of West Berlin, Charlottenburg chief among
them. Artists and prostitutes have moved to
cheaper accommeoedation in the East, Baader-
Meinhof sympathizers have fallen silent, and
on the streets around Kurfiirstendamm people
check-in to historic hotels such as the Savoy,
Bogota, Pension Dittberner, Askanischer Hof, and
the original Kempinski.

Good old Schwarzes Café has been given anew
lease oflife. Few open-all-hours places in the world
offer such exciting encounters between different
urban tribes late at night and early in the morn-
ing. After a drink at the Gainsbourg, I often prop
up the bar at Brel, where I am content to dine solo
on merguez sausage and fries. If you really want to
slip into a Berlin state of mind, Diener is unbeat-
ably nostalgic.

The legendary Paris Bar is, without doubt, the
international restaurant in Berlin. The premises
are warm, the wine is red, the food is French, the
art is established, and opinions are experienced
and eynical. Fassbinder hung out here, purring like
a cat, It's not only actors, artists and writers who
are drawn here, but also theater bosses, gallery
owners, publishers, and directors. There’s a hum
ofbourgeois Berlin chatter mixed with all the right
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KREUZBERG

ATLANTIC.
Bergmanstrasse 100/
MNostitzstrasse.

Tel +433069192 62,
CAFE JACQUES.
Maybachufar 8, Neukslls.
Tel +40 30694 10 48.
CURRY 386.
Mehringdamm 36.
LU-Bahn: Mehringdamm
DEFNE.

Ptanufer 92C/Katibusser
Damm.

Tel +49 3081787111
www.defne-restaurant.de
HARTMANNS.
Fichtestrasse 31/
Urbanstrasse.

Tel +4930 61 2010 03,
www hartmanns-
restavrant.de

HENNE.

Levschnerdamm 25/
Oranienplatz.

Tel+4G 30614 77 30.
www.henne-berlin.de
MORENA.

Wiener Strasse 60/
Lausitzer Strasse.

Tel 493024 3753 3.
www.morena-berlin.de
SPINDLER & KLATT.
Kopenickerstrasse 16/17.
Tel *+49 30 69 56 67 75.
www.spindlerklatt.de

Few places
offer such
exciting

encounters

between
different

urban tribes

late at
night and
early in the
morning.

Café Einstein's classic Wiener schnitzel.

people from New York, Paris, Moscow, Hamburg,
Stockholm - and Hollywood.

If T were forced to settle on somewhere for my
first drink, once I had deposited my case in my
hotel room, then my choice would be a simple
one: the wonderful Café Einstein in the old villa
on Kurflrstenstrasse, near Nollendorfplatz, for
a glass of red and a Wiener schnitzel with warm
potato salad. There I would sink into one of the
red sofas or sit on a stool at the bar to elicit insider
tips from the bartender. Then it would be time to
move on to the East Berlin dance palace Clidrchens
Ballhaus on Auguststrasse, the most mixed place
in the city, possibly in Europe, before once again
throwing myself into all that is new. D

BOBO KARLSSON is a Swedish travel writer. He lives in Rio de
Janeiro and 58¢ Paulo. His book Urban Safari, a study of 12 cities
(including Berlin), will be published in 2009.

'CHARLOTTENBURG
BREL. Savignyplatz 1/ : GAINSBOURG. Savigny-
Kantstrasse. : platz 5/Kantstrasse,

: Tel+493031374 64,

: wwwgainsbourg.de
CAFE EINSTEIN. Kurfir- . PARIS BAR Kantstrasse
stenstrasse 58 /Nollan- i 152/Savignyplatz.
darfplatz. : Tel+49303138052.

Tel +4930 318000 20.
wwwicafebrel.de

Tel +49 30 261 50 96, : www.parisbarde
wiww.cafeainstein.com i SCHWARZES CAEE.
DIENER. Grolmanstrasse @ Kantstrasse 148/

. Savignyplatz,

47/Savignyplatz, :
: Tel+49303138038.

Tel +4930 881 53 28.
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