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Twenty years after the fall of the Wall, Berlin has come into

full bloom. Jane Archer highly recommends a visit

IT'S NEARLY 20 years since the Berlin Wall was breached and
Berliners from east and west were able to greet each other without
fear of being shot at for the first time in almost three decades.

The fall of the Wall meant there was unprecedented demand for
city breaks to Berlin — one that remains undiminished to this day,
although now many visitors go because Berlin has become one of
the liveliest cities in Europe.

Erected in 1961, the 28-mile Wall was one of the main symbols
of repression during the Cold War and was built to prevent Germans
living in the Soviet sector of the city leaving for the US or British
parts. Berlin had been divided between the Four Powers after World
War Il, the French being the fourth.

Those wha visited Berlin soon after the collapse of the Wall
discovered a city divided by more than concrete — the western side
affluent and modern, the eastern side run-down and neglected.

Twenty years on, and millions of euro of investment later, visitors
have to look hard to see the join. Parts of the Wall have been
retained for posterity and there are plaques marking its path, but on
both sides there are new hotels and buildings have been renovated,
creating a new united city.

Alexanderplatz, in what was once East Berlin, was a drab, empty
place in 1990; now it's full of restaurants, hotels and bright lights

a place that rivals the famous area around Kurfurstendamm on
the western side of the city, considered by some to be the Champs
Elysées of Berlin.

A public transport network of buses, underground and overground
trains makes it easy for visitors to move around the city. and there
are guided walks or tours by bike, electric scooter or rickshaw.

Or for a really authentic East German exploration, take a ‘Trabi’
tour to drive a dinky Trabant, the popular car of the former German
Democratic Republic, for which there was once a waiting list of
between 11 and 15 years

You can also use the trains to get out of the city, perhaps to visit
Potsdam, once the summer residence of Prussian kings, or the
Glienicker Bridge, famous as the place where the US and Soviet
Union exchanged captured spies.

Although there's so much that's new, Berlin hasn't and won't
— forget its past. Museums trace the history of the rise of Nazism,
the horrors of the Holocaust and the bravery of the many who tried
to get over the Wall.

You can't ignore the ever-present history, but remember this is a
city to enjoy, with cosy local restaurants, lively nightlife and designer
shops. In short, Berliners are out to have fun and the rest of the
world is more than welcome to join them. P
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D P The Ku'damm is the leading shopping
street, with top-name designer outlets

and high street fashion favourites

A
» NUMBER OF UK VISITORS: Berlin welcomed 310,054 visitors
from the UK in 2008, a fall of just over 4% on the previous year.
D CONTACT: German Natlonal Tourist Board. T: 020 7317 0910.
www.germany-tourism.co.uk
D CAMPAIGN: The GNTB 2009 campaign is based on '20 years
since the fall of the Wall’ and is being promoted in the UK at
fairs and workshops through advertising and consumer mobile
marketing. During April, 200 London taxis have been covered
with Wall artwork bearing the message: ‘Post-Wall Germany. 20
years on. Have you come over yet?’
» GEOGRAPHY: Berlin is in north-eastern Germany, close to
the border of Poland.
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» Berlin Wall Museum: A small but poignant history of the Berlin Wall, located at
the famous Checkpoint Charlie east-west crossing and dedicated to the courage of
the people who tried to escape from the east. There are documents and exhibitions
of equipment used. www.mauermuseum.de

» Jewish Museum: In its modern building, the exhibition starts with the horrors of
the Holocaust; the tower a dark, empty room in memory of the millions of Jews
murdered by the Nazis. It takes visitors through the history of Jews in Germany,
from Roman times to the present. www.juedisches-museum-berlin,de

» Hamburger Bahnhof: Berlin's museum of contemporary art, in a former train
station that was opened as a museum in 1996. The permanent exhibition includes
the work of Cy Twombly and Andy Warhol. www.hamburgerbahnhof.de

» Topography of Terror: An open-air exhibition in Niederkirchnerstrasse, in the
cellars of the former S and Gestapo offices. The exhibition, behind the longest
remaining stretch of the Wall, tells of the rise of National Socialism, turning
Germany from democracy into dictatorship. www.topographie.de

» Kaufhaus des Westens: Better known as KaDeWe, it tops the list for shopaholics.
A department store off the Kurfirstendamm, it sells everything from cosmetics and
jewellery to music and fashion — and has chic Champagne bars. www.kadewe.de

) Galeries Lafayette Berlin: The place to head for everything French, from fashicn
and beauty products to food. It's worth visiting the building, comprising two glass-
fronted sculptured cones, for its own sake. www.lafayette-berlin.de

» Kurfiirstendamm: The Ku'damm is the leading shopping street, with top-name
designer outlets such as Burberry, Bulgari, MaxMara and Tommy Hilfiger, as well as
high street fashion favourites H&M, Benetton and Zara.

» Potsdamer Platz Arkaden: Situated in Alte Potsdamer Strasse, this shopping
centre is good for clothes, shoes and designers. Alternatives include the Europa
Center in Tauentzienstrasse, which has hundreds of shops and restaurants.

From left: The Garden of Exile in
Jewish Museum; Western Berlin, with
. the Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church;
he Brandenburg Gate; Reichstag dome









